340      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
the price of * much talking/ the aged bishop resolved to review the whole of his writings before his death. He did not live to revise his letters and sermons, but we have a complete revision of his larger works, with important indications as to their date and object. ' Retractation ' has not necessarily the meaning in Latin which we give to the term in English,1 as the hagio-graphers eagerly point out. Augustine's object was to revise, though he professed a willingness to c retract' whatever was inaccurate or improper. We have, indeed, a number of withdrawals, and may measure Augustine's fortitude by that circumstance ; though we find, for our consolation, that he is far more eager to explain away than to withdraw in that class of utterances where there is a real inconsistency between his earlier and later views—his early views on free will and later views on predestination. As to his willingness to retract his praise of Plato, or of human friendship, or of any of those gifts of nature that had gladdened and enriched his earlier years, we can but sorrowfully commend his high intention. The bloody pages of mediaeval history rise before us when we dwell on his later ideas.
1 We have confused retrahert (to withdraw) and retractare (to re-vise or re-touch), and speak of'retractation' when we mean 'retraction.'